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INTRODUCTION 
The hospitality and entertainment industry is, at its core, the 
business of relationships. A convention center’s relationship with 
the planners and the attendees of their events; a performing arts 
center’s relationship with the performers and patrons; a foundation’s 
relationship with the constituency it serves. 

At the Cobb Galleria Centre, the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre and the 
ArtsBridge Foundation these relationships are based upon exemplary service or 
what we term, exceeding expectations. A phrase used often, by many, but for 
us, a core belief that we strive to execute every day. 

Our mission is to serve our community, our employees and our guests by 
exceeding their expectations, and in this 2015 Annual Report you will see how 
our commitment to excellence has made us a best-in-class convention center, 
performing arts center and an unparalleled arts education organization. 
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The seven-member Authority is a body corporate 
and politic created by the Georgia General 
Assembly in 1980 for the purpose of acquiring, 
constructing, operating and maintaining 
facilities for the general purpose of promoting 
cultural growth, education and welfare.

THE

AUTHORITY

Front Row: A. Max Bacon, Jerry Nix, Johnny Gresham, Earl Smith
Back Row: Tim Lee, Steve “Thunder” Tumlin, Robert P. Voyles

2

The Cobb-Marietta Coliseum & Exhibit Hall 
Authority owns and operates the Cobb 
Galleria Centre, Cobb Energy Performing Arts 
Centre and Galleria Specialty Shops. 
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 LETTER FROM THE 

CHAIRMAN
Once again, Cobb Galleria Centre, Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre 
and ArtsBridge Foundation exceeded expectations by every measure.

2015 was an exciting year, and we are proud of our accomplishments 
because it is those accomplishments that continue to drive future 
economic development. We are a year and a half away from the 
opening of the new home of the Atlanta Braves, SunTrust Park, and 
the mixed use development surrounding the stadium, The Battery. This 
development, along with the proposed pedestrian bridge connecting 
The Battery with the Cobb Galleria Centre, will bring about a future 
where the phrase Live, Work, Play is a reality and not just a catch phrase. 

Most importantly, I would like to thank the clients and patrons of 
our facilities; without their loyalty none of this would be possible. I 
would also like to thank our employees and corps of volunteers who 
continue to exceed expectations every day. Finally, I would like to thank 
members of our Authority for their vision, planning, hard work and 
focus on our mission.

We invite you to read our 2015 Annual Report and learn more about 
how our venues positively impacted the entire region. I think you will 
be impressed by what each of these entities has accomplished. 

Jerry Nix, Chairman
Cobb-Marietta Coliseum & 
Exhibit Hall Authority

$142,522,000
ECONOMIC IMPACT
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18,211
DONATED VOLUNTEER 

HOURS
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None of our past successes would 
be possible without our loyal clients, 
dedicated employees and our 
volunteer leaders – Cobb-Marietta 
Coliseum & Exhibit Hall Authority 
and ArtsBridge Foundation Board 
of Directors – whose vision and 
generosity are limitless. 

The extraordinary accomplishments 
in 2015 deliver value within the 
hospitality and entertainment 
industries, and we are proud 
to share this Annual Report 
recognizing those who have 
supported us throughout the year. 

Michele L. Swann
General Manager & CEO
Cobb-Marietta Coliseum & 
Exhibit Hall Authority

On behalf of the Cobb-Marietta 
Coliseum & Exhibit Hall Authority 
and staff of the Cobb Galleria Centre, 
Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre 
and ArtsBridge Foundation, it is our 
pleasure to report on the outstanding 
operating results for the year ending 
September 30, 2015. 

Economic impact is a key metric 
for us and an essential part of our 
strategic goals. By all standards, 
these venues continue to achieve our 
mission. Through their operations, 
they bring visitors to the area, create 
and sustain jobs, generate direct and 
indirect spending and increase tax 
revenue. This year, the event activity 
generated a combined economic 
impact of $142.5 million. 

Our close partnerships with Cobb 
Travel & Tourism and the local 
business community strengthens our 
competitive edge and contributes to 
our success in attracting major multi-
day conventions and diverse artistic 
programming. In fiscal year 2016 
we will advance our efforts to land 
the development of a headquarters 
hotel adjacent to the convention 
center. The planned site of the 

hotel would be strategically located 
at the entrance to the pedestrian 
bridge over I-285. The extraordinary 
development of SunTrust Park and 
The Battery, as well as the public 
infrastructure investments committed 
by Cobb County government 
and the Cumberland Community 
Improvement District, is transforming 
this area making it one of the most 
unique tourist and entertainment 
destinations in the southeast. 

The arts education and community 
outreach arm of Cobb Energy 
Performing Arts Centre is the 
ArtsBridge Foundation. 2015 was a 
banner year for growing our brand 
and expanding our reach throughout 
the region. The Foundation is deeply 
committed to providing access 
to high-quality arts education 
programming, and thanks to the 
generous support from our donors, 
ArtsBridge Foundation was able 
to serve over 33,000 students and 
educators this year. 

This year in honor of their generous 
contributions to Cobb County, 
the outdoor plaza at the Cobb 
Energy Performing Arts Centre was 
dedicated to Rachel and Earl Smith. 
We are especially grateful for their 
devoted service and unparalleled love 
for their community. 

LETTER FROM THE 

CEO

The extraordinary 
accomplishments in 
2015 deliver value within 
the hospitality and 
entertainment industries, 
and we are proud to 
share this Annual Report 
recognizing those who 
have supported us 
throughout the year. 



 COBB GALLERIA CENTRE
Cobb Galleria Centre is proud to offer clients and guests versatile, flexible space 
capable of accommodating a variety of events ranging from Fortune 500 shareholders’ 
meetings to the largest Japanese animation convention in the southeast. 

2015 marked a year that welcomed new multi-day conventions and tradeshows 
to our facility. The Utilities Telecom Council (UTC) drew 1,500 information and 
communications technology professionals and technology partners for a four-day 
educational conference and tradeshow. The Best Friends Animal Society chose Cobb 
Galleria Centre for their July 2015 National Conference, and since most of the attendees 
were vegan, the Centre’s culinary team created custom dietary-specific meal options 
for their attendees. Through joint efforts with the local host committee, Cobb Travel & 
Tourism and Renaissance Waverly Hotel, the 68th National Square Dance Convention 
voted to bring their June 2019 convention to Cobb Galleria Centre. Congratulations 
go to the Atlanta Jewelry Show (SJTA) which celebrated its 65th anniversary this 
year. One of the many long-time clients of the Centre, SJTA has produced a bi-annual 
buying show at the convention center since 1996.

348,000
COBB GALLERIA CENTRE 

ATTENDANCE
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Cobb Galleria Centre  
is proud to offer clients 
and guests versatile, 
flexible space capable 
of accommodating a 
variety of events.

635
COBB GALLERIA  
CENTRE EVENTS

635
COBB GALLERIA  
CENTRE EVENTS
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AWARDS & RECOGNITION 
ConventionSouth, the national multimedia resource for planning events 
held in the South, presented Cobb Galleria Centre with a 2015 Top New or 
Renovated Meeting Site Award. ConventionSouth readers are constantly 
seeking information on the newest and like-new meeting sites in the South 
in order to offer their attendees the most modern facilities available.  
Cobb Galleria Centre is among an elite list of 50 meeting facilities located 
across the South to receive this year’s Top New or Renovated Meeting Site 
Award. The award was in recognition of the three-year capital improvement 
project that included new state-of-the-art public restrooms, high efficiency 
LED fixtures and lamps and new Axminster carpeting throughout the facility. 

For the 20th consecutive year, the Cobb-Marietta Coliseum & Exhibit Hall 
Authority has been awarded the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence 
in Financial Reporting by the Government Finance Officers Association of 
the United States and Canada (GFOA). The Certificate of Achievement is 
the highest form of recognition in the area of governmental accounting 
and financial reporting, and its attainment represents a significant 
accomplishment by a government and its management.

Cobb Galleria Centre is among an 
elite list of 50 meeting facilities 
located across the South to 
receive this year’s Top New or 
Renovated Meeting Site Award. 

20 
YEARS AWARDED  

THE CERTIFICATE OF 
ACHIEVEMENT FOR  

EXCELLENCE IN FINANCIAL 
REPORTING
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1,360
JOBS CREATED

Fiscal year ending September 30, 2015 (unaudited)

Gross Tax Revenues Remitted to the Bond Trustee:

 Hotel/Motel Tax $ 14,803,734

 Liquor By The Drink Tax   602,849 

  $ 15,406,583 

Debt Service  (6,656,237)

  $ 8,750,346

Contractual Payments Back to the 
County/Municipalities   (5,758,334)

Cobb Travel & Tourism Funding   (1,156,120)

Intergovernmental Revenue Surplus  $ 1,835,892 

For fiscal year 2015, total collections were favorable to budget by  
11% and marked the highest level of collections to date. The result for 
the year was a surplus of over $1.8 million.

Debt service for the Cobb Galleria Centre is 
provided for by a portion of the Hotel/Motel and 
Liquor by the Drink Taxes collected by Cobb 
County and the municipalities within Cobb County.  

Cobb Galleria Centre has entered into 
separate agreements with Cobb County and 
the municipalities in which all or a portion of 
the Hotel/Motel and Liquor By The Drink Tax 
collections are remitted directly to the Authority’s 
Bond Trustee for the servicing of the Authority’s 
bond debt. Remaining amounts are forwarded to 
the Authority and used to pay amounts which the 
Authority is contractually obligated to remit back 
to the County and municipalities and to provide 
funding for Cobb Travel & Tourism.

Fiscal year ending September 30, 2015 (unaudited)

OPERATING REVENUES $ 10,928,649 
Operating revenues  
exceeded budget by 4%

OPERATING EXPENSES  (9,515,078) 
Operating expenses were favorable  
to budget by 4%

OPERATING PROFIT $ 1,413,571 
Operating profit was favorable  
to budget by $900,000

Capital Expenditures paid  
from Reserves $ 73,908

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENUES

Since opening in 1994, Cobb Galleria Centre’s operating revenues 
have exceeded operating expenses each year, resulting in 
operating profits.

COBB GALLERIA CENTRE OPERATIONS
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By definition, excellence is interpreted as surpassing the 
norm, going the extra mile, or exceeding expectations. 
From its inception, exceeding expectations has been 
the goal for Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre as 
it continues its ongoing commitment to excellence. 
Each season, the Centre strengthens its outstanding 
programming along with superior client services, quality 
customer amenities and attention to every detail. This 
responsibility is embraced by a dedicated professional 
staff and loyal volunteers, who over the past eight years, 
have contributed to our success.

At the heart of this mission are the diverse programs 
and events that have added to the eclectic mix of opera, 
ballet, family programming, comedy, concerts, theater 
and educational programs. Among the highlights of this 
past year were performances by Josh Groban, Harry 

Connick, Jr., Kristin Chenoweth, Dave Koz, and Georgia’s 
favorite comedian, Ron White. Dance enthusiasts assembled 
for sold out performances of So You Think You Can Dance 
and Dancing with the Stars, while families enjoyed the 
animated adventures of The Wild Kratts and Disney Jr. Live. 
In keeping with our ongoing commitment to outreach and 
community engagement, for the first time, Cobb Energy 
Centre hosted – to great success – The Atlanta Lyric 
Theater’s production of Andrew Lloyd Webbers’ beloved 
musical, Cats. 

Exceptional meeting and social events are hosted annually 
throughout the Centre and in the Kessel D. Stelling Ballroom. 
These private events range from intimate to large business 
meetings, galas, weddings and many multi-day conferences. 
Highlights from 2015 include the international four-day 
SMITE video game tournament as well as the Opening Night 
Reception of the Atlanta Jewish Film Festival. 

Each season, performance excellence continues to 
strengthen for our resident companies, The Atlanta 
Opera and Atlanta Ballet. These internationally regarded 
organizations continue to draw large and new audiences 
by offering the best in opera and contemporary dance for 
21st century audiences in our state-of-the-art facility. 

COBB ENERGY  
PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE 

At the heart of this mission are the diverse 
programs and events that have added to 
the eclectic mix of opera, ballet, family 
programming, comedy, concerts, theater 
and educational programs.
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232,000
COBB ENERGY CENTRE 

ATTENDANCE
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This year in honor of their 
generous contributions to 
Cobb County, the outdoor 
plaza at the Cobb Energy 
Performing Arts Centre 
was dedicated to Rachel 
and Earl Smith. 



COBB ENERGY CENTRE OPERATIONS

Fiscal year ending September 30, 2015 (unaudited)

OPERATING REVENUES $ 7,950,753 
Operating revenues were unfavorable to budget by 7%

OPERATING EXPENSES  (6,453,969) 
Operating expenses were favorable to budget by 11%

OPERATING PROFIT (before depreciation) $ 1 ,496,784 
Operating profit was favorable to budget by $190,000

Operating results do not include depreciation expense of $2.7 million.  

By definition, excellence is 
interpreted as surpassing the 
norm, going the extra mile, 
or exceeding expectations. 
From its inception, exceeding 
expectations has been 
the goal for Cobb Energy 
Performing Arts Centre.

12
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The Cobb-Marietta Coliseum & Exhibit Hall Authority engaged a third party firm to perform an Economic Impact Study for  
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2015. The study provides an independent analysis of the total financial impact of the  
Cobb Galleria Centre and Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre on Cobb County and the State of Georgia.

ECONOMIC IMPACT
  Cobb Cobb  
COBB COUNTY Galleria Centre Energy Centre Combined

Total Economic Impact $ 83,048,000  $ 13,330,000 $ 96,378,000 

Employment (number of FTE jobs)  810   150   960 

Personal Earnings $ 33,237,000 $ 5,574,000  $ 38,811,000  

STATE OF GEORGIA (Includes County)

Total Economic Impact $ 122,702,000  $ 19,820,000 $ 142,522,000 

Employment (number of FTE jobs)   1,150   210   1,360 

Personal Earnings $ 44,503,000  $ 7,453,000 $ 51,956,000

Total Economic Impact is the total direct, indirect and induced spending effects generated by each facility’s operations. 
Employment represents the number of full and part time jobs supported by each facility’s operations. Personal Earnings are the 
estimated wages and salaries earned by employees of businesses associated with or impacted by each facility’s operations.

TOTAL REVENUE IMPACT
  Cobb Cobb  
COBB COUNTY Galleria Centre Energy Centre Combined

Local Option, Liquor by the Drink,  
Hotel/Motel Tax $ 1,865,000 $ 274,000  $ 2,139,000

STATE OF GEORGIA

Sales & Use Tax, Personal and  
Corporate Income Tax $ 4,630,000 $ 821,000   $ 5,451,000 

Total Tax Revenue Impact $ 6,495,000 $ 1,095,000  $ 7,590,000 

COBB ENERGY CENTRE 
EVENTS

226
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ARTSBRIDGE FOUNDATION
CREATING THE FUTURE THROUGH ARTS EDUCATION

Our arts education outreach arm, ArtsBridge 
Foundation, reaches tens of thousands of 
students and educators every year, from 
kindergarten through 12th grade, from public, 
private, charter and home schools. 

In 2015 ArtsBridge increased the number of 
schools served, expanded relationships with 
school systems across the state, and increased 
subsidies for students and schools in need, filling 
the growing gap in our schools in arts education.

ArtsBridge Foundation provides quality 
programs designed to engage, motivate and 
elevate the next generation of artists and arts 
supporters. In collaboration with leading regional 
and national arts organizations, ArtsBridge paves 
the way for students to experience and benefit 
from the positive power of the arts through four 
main programs: 

•  FIELD TRIPS to Cobb Energy Centre 
expose students to high-quality, educational 
performances tied directly to school curricula.

•  GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL THEATRE 
AWARDS – Shuler Hensley Awards – recognizes 
and celebrates excellence in high school musical 
theatre. In 2015, 50 schools from 21 counties 
participated in this amazing learning experience 
and Tony-like awards celebration. 

•  MASTER CLASSES focus on skill and talent 
development in Musical Theatre, Dance, Audition 
Technique, Music, Technical Theatre and more.

•  EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES provide behind-
the-scenes access to dress rehearsals, backstage 
tours, Q&A sessions with artists and artists in the 
classroom.

ArtsBridge believes all students deserve access 
to the arts, regardless of their ability to pay. 
“Adopt A School,” a newly developed financial aid 
program funded by donors, provides admission and 
transportation subsidies to students and schools in 
need. ArtsBridge exceeded expectations this year 
in financial aid, allowing almost 10,000 students 
and educators to experience ArtsBridge programs. 

32,683
ARTSBRIDGE  

PARTICIPANTS
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ARTSBRIDGE FOUNDATION, INC.

Fiscal year ending September 30, 2015 (unaudited)

SUPPORT AND REVENUES   $ 609,888 
Support and revenues exceeded budget by 1%

EXPENSES   $ (505,375) 
Expenses were favorable to budget by 7%

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS   $ 104,513
Change in Net Assets was favorable to budget by $44,000

“Without ArtsBridge’s 
generous support, our 
students would not 
be able to experience 
the arts at such 
an extraordinary 
magnitude.”

- Dr. Liss Maynard  
Principal, Clarkdale 
Elementary School

16

172
SCHOOLS PARTICIPATING  

IN ARTSBRIDGE FIELD TRIP  
PERFORMANCES
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ARTSBRIDGE FOUNDATION  
GIVES THANKS TO OUR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN DONORS

50
SCHOOLS PARTICIPATING 

IN GEORGIA HIGH SCHOOL 
MUSICAL THEATRE AWARDS

¬¬¬¬¬¬
Cobb County Board of Commissioners
Cobb-Marietta Coliseum & Exhibit Hall Authority
Cobb Energy Management Corporation
John A. Williams

¬¬¬¬¬
Robert W. Woodruff Foundation
Gas South
John A. Williams honoring Kessel D. Stelling, Jr.
Bank of North Georgia

¬¬¬¬
Wells Fargo
Gregory, Doyle, Calhoun & Rogers, LLC
The Robert Lindner Family
Robert and Cheryl Moultrie/The Facility Group
The Marcus Foundation
Walton Communities, LLC

¬¬¬
Genuine Parts Company
Lockheed Martin
Pope and Land Enterprises, Inc.
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Tull Charitable Foundation

¬¬
Anonymous
Dr. Bobbie Bailey and Family
Comanche Investment Company, LLC
Diversified Trust Comprehensive
 Wealth Management
Galleria Office Park
Georgian Bank
Hardin Construction Company, LLC
Moore, Ingram, Johnson & Steele
Russell Corporation
The Family of Jim and Sally Rhoden
Earl and Rachel Smith
Sun Trust Directed Funds/Harriet McDaniel 
 Marshall Trust and Walter H. and 
 Marjory M. Rich Fund
Jean and Jack Ward
David, Helen and Marian Woodward Fund

¬
Cousins Properties
Cumberland Diamond Exchange
John and Mary Franklin Foundation, Inc.
John and Marty Gillin
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald E. Goldstein
The Sartain Lanier Family Foundation, Inc.
Diane and Richard D. Levere
Martha and Wilton Looney Foundation
Anita and Barry Schrenk
Seven Oaks Company, LLC
Smallwood Reynolds Stewart & Stewart
Sons Auto Group
Barbara and Yardy Williams
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ARTSBRIDGE  
FOUNDATION DONORS

32
COUNTIES PARTICIPATING IN 

ARTSBRIDGE PROGRAMS 
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PLATINUM
Anonymous
Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre
The Georgia Lottery
Walton Communities
John A. Williams
WSB-TV

DIAMOND
Ed Voyles Automotive, Kia Motors 

America

GOLD
Cherry Bekaert
Jimmy and Helen Carlos
Delta Community Credit Union
Bruce and Sylvia Dick
Emerson Climate Technologies
Genuine Parts Company
Nissan Foundation
Regions Bank
Sartain Lanier Family Foundation
The Martha and Wilton Looney 

Foundation, Inc.
The Zeist Foundation

SILVER
Bank of North Georgia
William Brantley
Terry Chandler
Lynn Cochran-Schroder
Drew Horner
John and Mary Franklin Foundation
Dr. Jeffrey Marcus
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company
Jerry and Cheryl Nix
Jenny Pruitt
John and Karen Spiegel
Synovus Foundation
Valery Voyles
Jack and Jean Ward
Wells Fargo Foundation
Yardy and Barbara Williams

BRONZE
BB&T
Rene and Barbarella Diaz
Larry Dingle
Larry and Sandra Prince
Travis Reed
Janice Scott
David and Michele Swann
The Weather Channel
Joanne Truffelman
Tull Charitable Foundation

STAR
Anonymous
Atlantic Capital Bank
Robert Arko
Charlie and Yetty Arp
Gordon T. Austin
Garrett Bakeman
Todd and Ann Ballantine
Ron and Gayle Breakstone
Charles and Ginny Brewer
Anne Camery
Ned and Betty Case
Michael J. Coles
Jan Collins
Sondra Dillon
Jeff Elliott
Howard and Ellen Feinsand
Tom Gallagher
Gil Garrison
Neal Glomb
Paul and Morria Goggin
Patricia Griner
Patricia T. Henssler
Audrey Hoffman
Pamela Hubby
Mark and Rhonda Jacobson
Peter Kessenich
Fred R. Keith
James C. Kincaid
Kenneth Kingery
Margaret Kleiman

Shelly Kleppsattel
Barbara Kornblitt
Howard Krone
Peter and Michele Lami
Diane Levere
Bill and Debra Liss
Walter W. McBridge
Christopher McCarthy
Leslie McLeod
Gary and Leslie Myerson
Michael and April Orcutt
Stephanie Owens
William A. Parker, Jr.
Richard Parker
Boyd Pettit
Ben and Christine Phelps
Bill Pinto
Mark Popkin
Larry and Sandra Prince
Publix Super Markets, Inc.
James L. Rhoden, Jr.
Nigel and Clare Richardson
Kathleen E. Rios
Joel Robinson
Dena Rodrigues
Jonathan Shapero
Bennie Shaw
Benjamin Sillins
Smallwood Reynolds Stewart  

& Stewart
Ken and Caryl Smith
Linda Jo Smith
Andi Stein
Michael Stogner
Michael Taormina
The Fox Theatre
Teresa A. Theisen
Ramon and Carol Tome
The Velardi Family Foundation
James B. Voyles
James and Cindy Widner Wall
Pam Whitacre
Wilmington Trust



We wish to express our appreciation to the members of the Cobb-Marietta Coliseum & Exhibit Hall Authority and to the numerous business leaders 
whose continued support helped us prosper and reach our goals for 2015.

We also wish to thank Suzie Brickley and Jennifer Gibbs for their efforts designing this Annual Report 

Atlanta Ballet photography by Kim Kenney

THANK YOU


